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In the centre, however, the Christian frontier was not
advanced. There were striking feats of arms, bold expe-
ditions which penetrated miles of enemy country and captured
towns even in the extreme south. But these distant gains
could not be held in the middle of hostile territory and in
face of a foe as resolute as the Almohades, who were able
continually to draw on Morocco for reinforcements. As
between Moslem and Christian, then, the map shows little
change. Within Christian Spain, on the other hand, the
century witnessed changes of considerable magnitude, des-
tined, except for the separation of Leon from Castile, to be
of a permanent character. Navarre renewed its independence
as a separate kingdom, Aragon and Catalonia were merged
into one state, and a new kingdom—Portugal—was created. The creation
This was the most surprising change of all, for there was no ^ dom of
geographical reason for the separate existence of Portugal, Portugal
and no racial reason either, especially as Galicia was not a
part of it. It came into being because of the ambition of its
French count and his Spanish wife to achieve the objective
at which so many feudal nobles aimed—an independent
principality. Yet it not only preserved its independence,
but also acquired peculiar traits of its own. Racially it
became distinctive, it had a language of its own (for it pre-
served the old Galician dialect when Castilian prevailed
elsewhere), and its long seaboard on the Atlantic was to have
a marked effect on its future history.
Castile, forced to recognise the independence of Portugal, Castae and
was thus, except for Galicia, excluded from the western coast;
by the bargain it made with Aragon as to the partition of
Moslem territory it allowed itself to be excluded from the
eastern coast as well. And so it developed as an internal
State, its interests were confined to the peninsula, it had few
relations with external powers. The only direction in which
it could expand was to the south, at the expense of the
Moslems. Naturally, then, it concentrated on the Recon-
quest, in which, as before, it was to play the leading part.
The case of Aragon was entirely different, for by its union
with Catalonia it immediately became entangled in external
relations. The count of Barcelona already had a fleet and
was in touch with the Italian maritime states. The advance
along the west coast made naval power a necessity, and

